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(ii) Each of the bioassays to be considered has been conducted for the full lifetime of the experimental animals.
(iii) The relevant tissue slides are made available to OSHA or its designee and the diagnoses of the tumors as benign are made by at least one qualified pathologist who has personally examined each of the slides and who provides specific diagnostic criteria and descriptions? and
(iv) All of the induced tumors must be shown to belong to a type which is known not to progress to malignancy or to be at a benign stage when observed.  In the latter case, data must be presented to show that multiple sections of the affected organ(s) were adequately examined to search for invasion of the tumor cells into adjacent tissue, and that multiple sections of other organs were adequately examined to search for tumor metastases.
By leaving open the type of evidence needed to supersede the default option (benign tumors should be considered evidence of carcinogenic activity), IRLG allowed more flexibility than OSHA.
In no case did the IRLG guidelines attempt to restrict the type of evidence that would be needed for acceptance of alternative interpretations.  In contrast, OSHA specified minimal criteria for acceptance of alternative interpretations on the issues of negative epidemiologic studies, proof of metabolic differences between animals and humans, and rejection of the use of data from testing at high doses. By invoking such criteria, OSHA attempted to limit the definition of acceptable interpretation and, in so doing, eliminate or reduce scientific debate on controversial issues in its rule-making proceedings.
IRLG also created flexibility by not choosing a default option, i.e., by citing a range of possible inference options to be used in a risk assessment.  The statement on interspecies conversion factors illustrates this point:
Several species-conversion factors should be considered in estimating risk levels for humans from data obtained in another species.
All OSHA guidelines were restricted to the choice of a single inference option.